
JCYS MICHAEL R. LUTZ  
FAMILY CENTER
At JCYS Michael R. Lutz Family Center in 
Wicker Park, our Reggio-inspired classrooms 
foster children’s social, emotional, intellectual, 
and physical growth in a joyful, child-centered 
environment. We welcome families of all 
faiths and backgrounds to our inclusive 
programs. Center Director Turhan Karabey 
taught at JCYS for 11 years before joining the 
Wicker Park leadership team in 2016. Rachel 
Sherman, our Director of Early Childhood 
Education, spent 15 years teaching in early 
childhood classrooms before joining the 
Wicker Park leadership team in 2017.

JCYS Wicker Park features:
• 7 bright and modern classrooms
• Enclosed rooftop play space where 

children grow through imaginative 
outdoor play

• Atelier (Art Studio) where children are 
encouraged to express themselves 
creatively

• Loose Parts Library featuring 
unconventional materials for chidren to 
explore and use their imaginations

ABOUT JEWISH COUNCIL FOR YOUTH SERVICES
For more than a century, Jewish Council for Youth Services (JCYS)  
has led the way in helping children in our community learn, play, 
and grow. We offer a variety of innovative programs and services 
at our family centers in Chicago (Lincoln Square Ravenswood 
and Wicker Park), Buffalo Grove, and Highland Park.

PROGRAMMING AND CURRICULUM
Our early childhood education programs and play-based curriculum 
nurture each child’s individual spirit, imagination, and confidence. 
In our welcoming environments, children are encouraged to explore 
their surroundings, be curious, and ask questions as they develop 
their social skills, behavioral capacities, and school readiness. 
Children with special needs are welcome at JCYS—our senior 
leadership team and our Child and Family Development Specialist 
work with families to find the resources each child needs.

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
Our family centers offer more than childcare—we provide 
families a supportive community to learn and grow together. We 
welcome parents, grandparents, and extended family members 
to become part of our community. Whether it’s attending family-
friendly center events, serving on classroom parent committees, 
joining in Shabbat celebrations, or participating in tzedakah 
projects, there is a way for everyone to get involved in the 
center’s community and play a role in your child’s development.

DEVELOP A LOVE OF LEARNING

THROUGH EXPLORATORY PLAY



JCYS WICKER PARK SCHOOL YEAR PROGRAMS
We proudly offer the following full- and half-day programs  
during the school year:

• Toddler Care (15 - 24 months)
• Preschool (2 - 5 years)

To meet your family’s scheduling needs, we have a variety  
of flexible options.

In our toddler care and preschool programs, your child can attend 
2 (T/Th), 3 (M/W/F), or 5 (M - F) days per week. Half-day programs 
run from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm and full-day programs run from 
7:30 am to 6:00 pm. 

For more information about our school year programs or to 
schedule a tour, please visit our website at jcys.org/wickerpark or 
contact us at wickerpark@jcys.org or (872) 315-2300.

2129 W. North Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60647 

(872) 315-2300 
jcys.org/wickerpark

JCYS WICKER PARK 
SUMMER PROGRAMS 
Summer day camp at JCYS 
Wicker Park extends our amazing 
programs all year round. 

• Sunflower Day Camp for children ages 
15 months to 5 years is a fun-filled 
introduction to summer adventures. 
Campers enjoy art, music, theme 
weeks, and story time in our bright, 
spacious classrooms, with extra time 
outside on our rooftop playspace 
enjoying water play and soaking up 
the sun. Just like our school year 
program, we offer full- and half-day 
programming with your choice of 2, 3, 
or 5 days per week.

• For children entering Kindergarten 
through 8th grade who thrive on 
adventure, Big City Day Camp offers 
a summer full of fun and exploration! 
Big City Day Camp is based at our 
nearby location at 2112 W. Lawrence 
Ave. in Lincoln Square Ravenswood. 
The whole city is our playground—
we’ll splash through Chicago’s water 
parks, test our skill on arcade games, 
and laugh it up at an improv show. 
Camp runs from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, 
Monday - Friday for our 1st - 8th 
graders. Kindergarten campers can 
attend 3 (M/W/F) or 5 days per week. 
Before and after camp programming is 
also available.

For more information on summer 
programming at JCYS Wicker Park,  
please visit our website at  
jcys.org/wickerpark.


